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Announcements

Attention CSB students and staff! Some of you know that on Wednesday February 20, there will be up to 20 people including Dr. Ellerbee and Dr. Kadish among them from the California Department of Education coming to visit our school. They will be coming into a few classes, and they will be asking questions. They might ask questions about Braille and why we use it.  Also, the reason they are coming is because some of them have never been to our school.  So when they come, let’s show them respect.       

Richard Rueda from the Department of Rehab office in the music building would like to remind all students who are Dept. of Rehab clients to call and schedule an appointment with him, their rehabilitation counselor, to make plans for summer employment and other training opportunities. He is usually on campus most Tuesday and Thursdays; his extension is 330.

The deadline for artwork and writing submissions to the CSB Memory Book  has been extended to Feb. 29.  All submissions should go to Alysa Chadow.

High School Mainstream Students Go to Washington DC
By Josh

I spoke with Tiffani C. about her trip to Washington DC with the Close Up program.  Here is the interview: 
What sights did you see?

We saw several different memorials: The World War II Memorial, the Washington Monument and Lincoln Memorial. We went inside the Washington Monument and got to look down from the top and see all of DC and across the river. We also went to several of the museums.  At the Museum of Natural History, we saw a lot of the old war stuff, and we went to the Air and Space Museum, where we got to see copies of the space shuttle and the first airplane that actually flew.  
At Capitol Hill, we got to learn about the government and how it was run. We also learned some of the history behind a lot of the monuments. We got to see the Rotunda and went to the Gallery and met one the members of congress, Pete Stark, and got to talk with him for a while. 

What was your favorite part? 

Capitol Hill day. I really enjoyed going through.  I never thought I would be able to see the inside of the Capitol building. We got to meet people who work there and found out how a lot of the decisions for our country are made and the process that they go through. 
How long was the plane flight?

The plane flight was 5 hours at least, and we got to fly on an old-fashioned plane that they remodeled.
When did you leave?

 We left Saturday, November 10th at 5:00 a.m. and stayed until the following Saturday. We were there a week and also took a trip to Colonial Williamsburg. There was an amazing candy store there that had all different kinds of candy, even stuff that had gone off the shelves here. We also had lunch in a tavern. For the amount of walking and the lack of sleep it was really worth it. There is also 3 hour time difference.

Tell me about the Close Up Program. What’s the purpose of the program? 

The program takes kids in high school from all over the United States and gives them an inside look at how government works and the different places and the development of our government today and over the years. It gives them a chance to try out the different forms of debate and stuff that is used in congress in planning bills and laws and making them into real laws or getting rid of them.

Who attends the program?

Mainly high school students—most of them anywhere from 10th to 12th grade as well as their teachers from schools all over the United States. Our school, CSB, had the privilege of attending the trip. It was all planned out. 
The trip was beyond amazing. I expected, “Here’s your textbook,” and that I would have to read a lot of stuff. They call it “close up,” and it really is.  They take you inside important places.  Like I said we got to spend an hour with Pete Stark and talk to him about things like gas prices and the safety of Fremont, the area he is representing, as well as general things like schools and food improvement.  We got to do all sorts of things that brought a whole new light to how government works. It was an experience of a life time and I would do anything to go back and do it again. I would strongly encourage people who want to know or are just curious to attend the Close Up Program if it’s ever available. 

Presidential Survey

Our class did a survey to see which Presidential candidate CSB students supported.  Here’s what we found out.

Clinton-  15 votes, 27%

Undecided- 14 votes, 25%

Obama- 11 votes, 20%

Edwards- 9 votes, 16%

McCain- 4 votes, 7%
Huckabee- 2 votes, 4%

Romney- 1 vote, 2%

Analysis:  Hillary Clinton got the most votes.  Almost as many people were undecided.  The second place winner was Barack Obama.  In third was John Edwards.  In fourth place was John McCain.  Since the time of this survey, John Edwards and Mitt Romney have dropped out of the race.
Senator Barack Obama

By Jot

Barack Obama is one of the candidates who is running for president this year.  At first, he and another candidate, Hillary Clinton, who is also running this year, were taking the lead.  But now it seems like Hillary has lost some of the people who were voting for her; some have started favoring Obama.

There were other candidates, but they dropped out.  Some of these people are Rudy Giuliani and John Edwards.  These people did get some votes but not as many as Hillary and Obama.  They seem to be the main focus of the Democratic candidates. 

Obama's first name is Barack, but in a lot of speeches he is called by his last name which is Obama.  On the other hand, Hillary is called Clinton or Hillary. When they talk to each other, they call each other Senator Clinton and Senator Obama.

Hillary's husband Bill Clinton used to be president before George W Bush.  Bill was in the White House for 8 years.  Some people think that Hillary will make a great president because she is a woman and for some other reasons, while others think she will be a bad president, and Obama will make a good president.  It wouldn't be bad to have a woman as a president; however, it is just that Obama seems to want to do a lot of other things that will be good for this country. Some of the things he said he will do are try to end this war, and make sure teachers get paid better so they will try to work harder with students.

Obama has been in a lot of primaries and caucuses, and he was in a total of 24 on Super Tuesday. He won in South Carolina and Iowa with 55 percent and 38 percent of the votes.  He has since won many more primaries and caucuses, but the race is still close.
So whoever becomes the president of the United States, let’s hope they make the changes we need.

Goal Ball Team Goes to Oregon

By Leo

The goal ball team just came back from Oregon.  We had a good time.  There was good food and a lot of nice people.  The guys slept in the basement of the dorm, and the girls slept in a room in a dorm.  It was cold there and we were all trying to stay warm.  If we went outside, we wore at least two sweaters.  Our coach was Chris and Ron came also.

The day of the tournament, it was exciting.  We got on a bus to go to the school to play. The first game Leo, Rusty, and Sergio won 14 13 against Arizona.  We lost the rest but we tried.  The Blue Division, who was Leo, Rusty and Sergio, got fourth place.  The Gold Division. who was Sam, Robin, Stuart and Joe. got first place.  We took hits and we played our hardest.  If you see any of the players on campus, congratulate them for their hard work.

The Chargers
By Leo

I like the Chargers.  The reason that I like the Chargers is because they try hard when they play.  They have good players like LT and Philip Rivers.  They did well this year, and they were one of the best teams, better than the Raiders or the 49ers.  Look at the Patriots who cheated during 2 games.  Chargers did it fair.  Chargers won 11 games and lost 5.  Can’t say anything bad about Rivers—he was running with bad knees.  I also like the Chargers because they are from San Diego.

Boy Scout Trip
By Travis Erdmann

On January 25, the Boy Scouts went on a trip to the snow. Mr. Weaver and Mr. Baker have a friend who owns a cabin in a town called Pollock Pines up in the mountains. Every year the scouts go up and camp at the cabin. At the cabin, the blind scouts met another scout group who helped bring in the luggage and make lunch. After lunch the two scout groups went outside in the snow and had a snowball fight. They also went sledding and knocked each other down in the snow.

For dinner that night they all had tri-tip, mashed potatoes, and salad. 

The next day the scouts stayed in the cabin and ate pancakes, scrambled eggs, and bacon for breakfast and listened to music until it was time to go back to school. On the way, the scouts had the leftover sandwiches, chips, and cookies for lunch.

So if you’re part of the scouts, next time a trip comes up, you should think about going on it because I guarantee you’ll have the time of your life.

Travis Live

By Travis

This is Travis live with new student Joshua G.

How do you like CSB so far? 

It's great to be here!

What is your favorite subject? 

I like math, science, and history.

How do you like living in the dorm? 

It's a good new experience.

Do you share your room with anyone? 

I share my room with Dominic.

Would you like to come back to CSB next year? 
I would like to come back next year because it feels good to be here.

Gossip

Rusty R. has a new job at the Rose Resnick LightHouse for the Blind in San Francisco. 

Did you know that Jerry Kuns stands on his head for the first two hours he is at CSB each morning? He says that helps him turn this upside-down world right-side up again. (:
Steve Goodman and LaVernya Carr are retiring this year. We want to say goodbye to them.  We will miss you and thanks for all your hard work at CSB through the years.

Question of the Month
By Samantha

What would the world be like if only kids could vote?

Advice Column

Dear The Giver,

I want to take a new activity after school but am not sure if I have the time. I sometimes have a hard time finishing all my homework, and I already do lots of after school stuff in the dorm and for music. On the other hand, I think that I would have a lot of fun and learn a lot if I add this new activity. What should I do?
Signed,

Busy

Dear Busy,

Good for you. It is great that you want to take on another activity.  One thing: school is important too.  So you should forget about adding another activity and if possible cut back on one of your other activities. Focus on your homework. Once you are all caught up then think about after-school activities.

Good luck,

The Giver
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