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· This resource list is not meant to be all inclusive in both equipment and vendors of access technology.  It should provide a recent listing of most products available in the United States for students with visual impairments. 

· All costs are approximate. 



The items included in this document may or may not be applicable for every student. A student’s I.E.P. team should discuss individual needs to determine which products are appropriate.

The Computer: $1,200.00

Specifications from: www.dell.com. Other sources www.hp.com, www.gateway.com 


Specifications for computers are constantly changing. Often the VI classroom receives a “hand-me-down” computer from the school’s technology program. This is not acceptable! Blind and low vision students are doing everything sighted students are doing but doing it with a second layer of software (screen reader or screen magnification). A hand-me-down or entry level computer will not meet the needs of visually impaired students. 

It may be better to purchase a standard computer system for the classroom and upgrade necessary components such as a second hard drive, upgraded ram, MS Office Small Business and monitor. This assumes the IT department at your school feels comfortable upgraded these components.  

· Processor: 2.0 GHz or faster

· RAM: 4 GB or more (6 GB if running Windows VISTA)

· Video Card – 256 MB onboard memory (512 MB recommended for low vision on Vista operating system)

· Hard Drive: 250 GB or more

· Optical Drive: CD-RW & DVD-RW

· Operating System: Windows XP-Pro or Windows Vista
· Application: Microsoft Office Small Business (Not Works)

· Connectivity: Network Card10/100 Ethernet

· Speakers: External speakers with volume control and headphone jacks

· Headphones: Should have an in-line volume control

· Card Reader: Capable of reading compact flash (CF) and secure digital (SD) cards for integration with a BrailleNote or PacMate 

Monitor: 

· 19-inch Flat panel monitor or larger. However, larger is not always better. A student with a significant field loss will probably not benefit from a 22-inch wide screen monitor. A student with only an acuity loss may benefit by having the larger monitor. A good compromise is the 18-inch monitor.

· Video card with at least 256 MB of onboard memory. If you have a low vision student running Zoomtext (Aisquared) or Magic (Freedomscientific) additional onboard memory (512 MB) is recommended to avoid a breakup of the screen. 

Laser Printer: 
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	HP P2032 Laser Printer $229.00

www.hp.com
Other sources for laser printers www.lexmark.com, www.xerox.com, www.brother-usa.com  

Monochrome Laser Printer 
· Speed 30 pages per minute

· Connectivity: USB, Parallel, Bluetooth

· Print resolution: 1200x1200 dpi


Inkjet Printer: 
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	Epson C88+ Inkjet Printer $105.00

www.epson.com 

Other sources for inkjet printers www.hp.com, www.canon.com 

Color inkjet printer 

· Speed: Up to 23 pages per minute

· Connectivity: USB, Parallel

· Print Resolution: 5760x1440 dpi




Mobile Printer: 
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	Canon Pixma iP90v: $250.00


www.canon.com 

· Speed: 16 pages per minute

· Print resolution: 4800x1200 dpi

· Connectivity: USB, Bluetooth, wireless



Out of production mobile printers – potentially available from resellers online: 
Canon Bubble Jet i80
 

· Connectivity: USB, optional Bluetooth

Canon Bubble Jet 8JC-85

· Connectivity: USB, parallel

Canon Pixma iP90



· Connectivity: USB, Bluetooth

HP Deskjet 450ci, 450cbi, 450wbt  


· Connectivity: USB, parallel, infra-red, optional Bluetooth

HP Deskjet 460cb, 460wf 


· Connectivity: USB, infra-red, Bluetooth

Infrared Adapter: $75.00
	

	IR100M Parallel Printer Adapter – This adapter can be connected to a parallel port on a printer and used with infrared ports on note-takers.

www.actisys.com 


Bluetooth Adapter: $100.00
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Ampaqs BT-0260 - $50.00


www.ampaqs.com 

· Wireless Bluetooth Printer Adapter

· Connectivity: USB, Parallel
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BT200/BT220 Bluetooth Printer Adapter – $70 


www.bluetake.com 

· Bluetooth to Parallel converter

Out of Production  - potentially available from resellers online: 

Ambicom Wireless Bluetooth Printer Kit Model WBP-KIT 

www.actisys.com
· Wireless Bluetooth printing

· Connectivity: USB

Embossers
To choose a braille embosser there are some things to consider about how it will be used. These include: 

· the format for how you would like documents embossed (single-sided or double-sided)

· how much you produce as a daily average (volume)

· whether you would like it to provide speech feedback

Listed below are embossers by Enabling Technologies and Viewplus. They are listed in categories based on their intended performance: single sided or double sided, speech or no speech.  Production levels are listed in each embosser’s specifications. 

Single sided embossing – without speech

Romeo Attaché – Enabling Technologies - $2000.00

www.brailler.com/ra.htm
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· Connectivity: USB, Parallel, Serial

· Speed: 16 characters per second

· Line width: 32 characters 

· Paper width adjustable 1.5 to 8.5 inches, paper length selectable 3 to 14 inches, continuous tractor feed paper

· W: 17 in / D: 11.25 in / H: 5.75 in / weight: 16lbs

· Regular (12.5 dots per inch) and high resolution (17 DPI) graphics

· 6 or 8 braille dot

· Dynamic braille Scaling for different braille sizes (even within a document)
· Volume: small to medium (up to 300 daily)

· Transportable
Romeo 25 – Enabling Technologies - $2500.00

www.brailler.com/romeo.htm
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· Connectivity: USB, Parallel, Serial

· Speed: 25 characters per second

· Line width: 40 characters

· Paper width adjustable 1.5 to 13.25 inches, paper length selectable 3 to 14 inches, continuous tractor feed paper

· W: 21.25 in / D: 13.25 in / H: 8.25 in / weight: 32 lbs / 72 DBA

· Impact adjustment for heavier or lighter paper
· Regular (12.5 dots per inch) and high resolution (17 DPI) graphics

· 6 or 8 braille dot

· Dynamic braille Scaling for different braille sizes (even within a document)
· Volume: small to medium (up to 300 daily)

· Transportable

Thomas – Enabling Technologies - $3500.00

www.brailler.com/tom.htm
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· Connectivity: USB, Parallel

· Speed: 40 characters per second

· Line width: 40 characters 

· Paper width adjustable 1.5 to 15 inches, Paper length 3 to 14 inches, Continuous tractor feed

· W: 24.63 in / D: 11.5 in / H: 8.63 in / 51 lbs / 68 DBA

· Noise muffling case

· Regular (12.5 dots per inch) and high resolution (17 DPI) graphics

· 6 or 8 braille dot

· Dynamic braille Scaling for different braille sizes (even within a document)
· Volume: small to medium (up to 300 daily)

Cub Braille – ViewPlus - $5000.00

www.viewplus.com
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· Connectivity: Parallel, Serial 

· Speed: 50 characters per second

· Paper width adjustable 4 to 9.5 inches, paper length selectable up to 50 inches 

· Interpoint (double-sided braille) and Intergraphix (double-sided braille and graphics)
· Paper handling: tractor paper feeder and individual cut sheet feeder (standard), braille paper, computer paper, labels, plastic, card stock
· Compatibility: Windows 2000/XP
· W: 17 in / D: 13 in / H: 5.2 in / weight: 18 lbs

· Volume: large (500 – 1000 daily)

· Transportable

Max Braille – ViewPlus - $6000.00

www.viewplus.com





· Connectivity: Parallel, Serial 

· Speed: 60 characters per second

· Paper width adjustable 4 to 14 inches, paper length selectable up to 50 inches 

· Interpoint (double-sided braille) and Intergraphix (double-sided braille and graphics)
· Paper handling: tractor paper feeder and individual cut sheet feeder (standard), braille paper, computer paper, labels, plastic, card stock
· Compatibility: Windows 2000/XP
· W: 22.4 in / D: 13 in / H: 5.1 in / weight: 22 lbs

· Volume: large (500 – 1000 daily)

Single sided – Speech provided

Romeo Attaché Pro – Enabling Technologies - $2000.00

www.brailler.com/rapro.htm
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· Connectivity: USB, Parallel, Serial

· Speed: 15 characters per second

· ET Speaks for automatic speech feedback

· Single Sheet Tractors let you emboss up to 22 lines on 11 inch non-tractor paper (such as letterhead or other special media paper) by hand feeding one sheet at a time through the embosser

· All other features are the same as the Romeo Attaché

· Volume: small to medium (up to 300 daily)

· Transportable

Romeo Pro 50 – Enabling Technologies - $3000.00

www.brailler.com/romeo50.htm
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· Connectivity: USB, Parallel, Serial

· Speed: 50 characters per second

· ET Speaks for automatic speech feedback

· Single Sheet Tractors let you emboss up to 22 lines on 11 inch non-tractor paper (such as letterhead or other special media paper) by hand feeding one sheet at a time through the embosser

· Volume: medium (300 sheet per day)

· All other features the same as the Romeo 25

· Transportable

Thomas Pro – Enabling Technologies - $3800.00

www.brailler.com/tompro.htm
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· Connectivity: USB, Parallel, Network

· ET Speaks for automatic speech feedback

· Single Sheet Tractors let you emboss up to 22 lines on 11 inch non-tractor paper (such as letterhead or other special media paper) by hand feeding one sheet at a time through the embosser

· Volume: medium (over 300 sheets per day) 

· All other features the same as the Thomas embosser

Marathon – Enabling Technologies - $17,000.00

www.brailler.com/mara.htm 
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· Connectivity: Parallel, Serial

· Speed: 200 characters per second

· Highly customizable with 16 menus for different tasks

· Line width: 42 characters 

· Paper width adjustable 1.5 to 13.25 inches, paper length 3 to 14 inches, continuous tractor feed

· W: 21 in / D: 18 in / H: 6 in / 75 lbs / 81 DBA

· Adjust for 6 or 8-dot braille; use a variety of paper sizes
· Volume: medium (over 400 sheets per day)
Double Sided Printing – without speech 

Cub Jr. – Viewplus - $4000.00

www.viewplus.com/products/braille-embossers/braille-printers/cubjr-embosser/specifications/
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· Connectivity: Parallel, Serial

· Speed: 30 characters per second 

· Paper width adjustable 4 to 9.5 inches, paper length selectable up to 50 inches 

· Paper handling: tractor paper feeder and individual cut sheet feeder (standard), Braille paper, computer paper, labels, plastic, card stock
· Interpoint (double-sided braille) and Intergraphix (double-sided braille and graphics)
· W: 17 in / D: 13 in / H: 5.2 in / weight: 18 lbs

· Reduced sound: no need for a cover

· Volume: small to medium (up to 300 daily)

Juliet Classic – Enabling Technologies - $4000.00

www.brailler.com/juli1.htm
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· Connectivity: USB, Parallel

· Speed: Interpoint - 55 characters per second, Single sided - 40/second 

· Line width: up to 56 characters 

· Paper width adjustable 1.5 to 15 inches, paper length 3 to 14 inches, continuous tractor feed

· W: 24.63 in / D: 11.5 in / H: 8.63 in / 51 lbs / 68 DBA

· Regular (12.5 dots per inch) and high resolution (17 DPI) graphics

· 6 or 8 braille dot

· Dynamic braille Scaling for different braille sizes (even within a document)
· Volume: small (up to 250 sheets per day)
Elite and Premier Braille printers – ViewPlus - $10,000.00 to $25,000.00

www.viewplus.com





· Connectivity: USB or Network

· Speeds: 80, 100, 150, or 200 characters per second

· Automatic double-siding embossing

· Adjustable braille dots: heavy, light, normal

· Paper width adjustable:  4 – 12.5 inches

· W: 22.3 in / D: 13.8 in / H: 8.8 in / 60 lbs 

· Paper handling: Tractor feed paper, braille paper, computer paper, 
oversized paper, labels, plastic, card stock

· Volume: large (up to 1000 sheets per day)

Double sided printing – speech provided

Juliet Pro – Enabling Technologies - $4500.00

www.brailler.com/juli2.htm
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· Connectivity: USB, Parallel, Network

· ET Speaks – innovative speech program

· Extra-wide 56 character embossing line

· Braille two sides at once

· Single Sheet Tractors let you emboss up to 22 lines on 11 inch non tractor paper (such as letterhead or other special media) by hand-feeding one sheet at a time through the embosser
· Volume: small (up to 250 sheets per day)
· All other features the same as the Juliet Classic 
Juliet Pro 60 – Enabling Technologies - $4500.00

www.brailler.com/juli3.htm
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· Connectivity: USB, Parallel, Network 

· Speed: Interpoint - 60 characters per second, Single sided - 40/second 

· Line width: up to 40 characters 

· ET Speaks –speech program

· Volume: small (up to 250 sheets per day)

· All other features the same as the Juliet Pro

Bookmaker – Enabling Technologies - $10,000.00

www.brailler.com/bookm.htm
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· Connectivity: Parallel, Serial

· Speed: 80 characters per second 

· Line Width: 44 characters

· Paper width adjustable 1.5 to 13.25 inches, paper length 3 to 14 inches, continuous tractor feed

· W: 21.25 in / D: 18 in / H: 8.75 in / weight: 50 lbs / 80 DBA

· Regular (12.5 dots per inch) and high-resolution (17 DPI) graphics 

· ET Speaks for automatic speech feedback as you use your BookMaker 
· Standard braille line spacing or one and one-half line spacing 

· Impact adjustment for heavier or lighter paper 
· Volume: medium (up to 500 sheets per day)
Braille Express 100 – Enabling Technologies - $12,000.00

www.brailler.com/brlx100.htm
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· Connectivity: Parallel, Serial

· Speed: 100 characters per second

· Line Width: 44 characters

· Paper width adjustable 1.5 to 13.25 inches, paper length 3 to 14 inches, continuous tractor feed

· W: 21.25 in / D: 18 in / H: 8.75 in / weight: 50 lbs / 80 DBA

· Regular (12.5 dots per inch) and high-resolution (17 DPI) graphics 

· ET Speaks for automatic speech feedback as you use your Braille Express 100
· 6 or 8-dot braille 

· Impact adjustment for heavier or lighter paper 
· Volume: large (up to 1000 sheets per day)
Braille Express 150 – Enabling Technologies - $17,000.00

www.brailler.com/brlx150.htm
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· Connectivity: Parallel, Serial

· Speed: 150 characters per second

· ET Speaks for automatic speech feedback as you use your Braille Express 150
· All other features the same as the Braille Express 100
· Volume large (up to 1000 sheets per day)
Braille Place – Enabling  Technologies – contact ET for prices

www.brailler.com/brlplace.htm
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· Connectivity: Parallel, Serial
· Max. rated speed: 300 characters per second

· BraillePlace connects to any computer through its parallel or serial ports, uses the same keypad controls as other Enabling Technologies’s embossers, and includes ET Speaks to vocalize controls and do other audio tasks
· Line width: 45 characters with Library of Congress spacing 


· Lines per page: 27 max. 

· Braille sizes: dynamic braille scaling (includes Library of Congress standard braille, jumbo braille, California sign braille, petite braille and petite braille with interlining) as well as Moon Type for the United Kingdom. 

· Paper: Continuous tractor feed paper.

· W: 39 in / D: 30 in / H: 58 in / weight: not listed

· Requires a 220 volt electric line
· Enabling Technologies asks that BraillePlace customers send a mechanically inclined trusted staff member to their plant for some brief training on how to keep BraillePlace at peak productivity
· Volume: very large (over 1000 sheets per day)
PED-30 (Plate Embossing Device Model 30) – Enabling Technologies

www.brailler.com/ped30.htm
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· Connectivity: Serial
· Speed: 40 characters per second

· Weight: 1,525 lbs 

· Shipping Weight: 1,750 lbs 

· Cells Per Line: 40 maximum

· Lines Per Side: 30 maximum

· Cell Size: Each cell is made up of a 2 by 3 matrix with the following dot spacing: (Horizontal) Dot 1 to Dot 4 - 0.093 inches (2.36 mm); (Vertical) Dot 1 to Dot 2 - 0.092 inches (2.35 mm)

· Cell Spacing: (Horizontal) Dot 1 to Dot 1 - 0.245 inches (6.22 mm); (Vertical) Dot 1 to Dot 1 - 0.400 (10.17 mm).

· Interface: Asynchronous Serial. EIA RS-232D, DTE.

· Volume: very large (over 1000 sheets per day)

Pro Gen II – Viewplus - $9800.00

www.viewplus.com
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· Connectivity: USB, Parallel, Serial

· Speed: 100 characters per second

· Graphics: 20 dots per inch resolution, automatic conversion of colored and shaded images to 3-D tactile graphics
· Interpoint (double-sided braille) and Intergraphix (double-sided braille and graphics)
· W: 26.38 in / D: 18.11 in / H: 12.6 in / weight: 44.35 lbs

· Paper width adjustable 4 to 17  inches, paper length up to 50 inches, continuous tractor feed

· Reduced sound – cover not needed

· Volume: very large (over 1000 sheets per day)
Braille and Print together: Control Units and Embossers

TranSend LT – Enabling Technologies - $1400.00

www.brailler.com/ts.htm
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A control unit with a corresponding Epson printer that will work with any of ET’s late-model embossers. It can also be purchased as a full package with an embosser that provides a $90 discount (vs. buying each individually). 

· W: 12 in / D: 9.5 in / H: 3.5 in / weight: 8 lbs

· Embosser compatibility: Romeo RB-25, Thomas, ET, all Juliets, BookMaker, Braille Express 100, or Braille Express 150

Pro Ink Attachment (PIA) – Viewplus - $4000.00

www.viewplus.com 
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· Speed: 90 characters per second

· Interpoint (double-sided braille) and Intergraphix (double-sided braille and graphics)
· Capable of graphics, pictures, and charts

· Operating system: Windows 2000, XP, Vista

· Unlimited font choice and unlimited character size

Emprint – ViewPlus - $7000.00

www.viewplus.com 
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· Connectivity: USB

· Speed: 50 characters per second to emboss, 40 per second for ink and emboss 

· Uses same paper and ink cartridges as HP Inkjet printer

· Interpoint (double-sided braille) and Intergraphix (double-sided braille and graphics)
· Volume: Small to medium daily production 

· W: 23.4 in / D: 16.8 in / H: 6.7 in / weight: 24.4 lbs

· Compatibility: Windows 2000, XP, Vista

Gemini – Enabling Technologies - $11,000.00

www.brailler.com/gem.htm
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· Speed: 32 characters per second

· Duxbury required

· Single-sided, with interline capability

· Line width: 32 characters

· Paper length: selectable – 10 to 14 inches

· Continuous tractor feed

braille & print capabilities: 

· Speed: 45 characters per second (90 per second for print alone)

· Single-sided, with interline capability

· Line Width: 32 braille characters. 92 print characters (at 10 characters per inch)

· Up to 25 lines per page

Physical description: 

· W: 18.3 in / D: 16 in / H: 12.5 in / weight: 56 lbs / 55 DBA
Embosser sound enclosures

Embosser covers reduce noise and protect the embosser from dust. They are essential for an adequate learning environment in the classroom and can be justified by your school district if the embosser shares students and staff workspace. 

Justification example: Embosser cover creates an atmosphere conducive to learning.

All your measurements should include: 

· Width: Include knobs and cables. Add 2-2.5" to this measurement. 

· Depth: Include cables. Add 2-2.5" to this measurement. 

· Height: Include attached paper feeding device. Add 1" to this measurement. 

Enabling Technologies 
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http://www.brailler.com/
Peacemaker Sound Enclosure: $700.00
· Reduces perceived sound levels up to 90%

· No assembly required

· Exterior dimensions: 30.72” w x 25.48”d x 14.92” h

Ergostore Online

http://www.ergostoreonline.com/acoustical_printer_covers.html
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Acoustical Desktop Printer covers: 
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· Reduces printer noise by 95%

· Built-in cooling fan

· No assembly required

Model A: $500.00

· Exterior Dimensions: 24"w x 19”d x 11.5”h

· Interior Dimensions: 20”w x 16”d x 10”h

· Weight 45 lbs.
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Model C: $550.00

· Exterior Dimensions: 30"w x 24”d x 14.5”h

· Interior Dimensions: 26”w x 21”d x 13”h

· Weight 62 lbs. 
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Model F: $580.00 
· Exterior Dimensions: 33"w x 27”d x 20”h

· Interior Dimensions: 29”w x 24”d x 18.5”h

· Weight 120+ lbs. 

Acoustical Stand Alone Printer covers: 

Model VK7583: $820.00

· Exterior Dimensions: 31.5"w x 20.25”d x 31.75”h
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Interior Dimensions: 28.5”w x 17.375”d x 8.25-15.875”h

· Weight 100+ lbs. 

Model VK7581: $850.00

· Exterior Dimensions: 33.5"w x 25.5”d x 36.5”h

· Interior Dimensions: 30.5”w x 23.37”d x 11.75-19.25”h

· Weight 165+ lbs. 

Model VK7593: $940.00

· Exterior Dimensions: 33.5"w x 30.25”d x 47.75”h

· Interior Dimensions: 30.5”w x 28.125”d x 16.25-22.75”h

· Weight 100+ lbs. 

Model RFQ1211: $980.00

· Exterior Dimensions: 37"w x 26”d x 22”h  
· Interior Dimensions: 33”w x 23”d x 21”h

· Weight 125+ lbs. 

Scanner: $60.00
Specifications downloaded from www.canon.com. Other sources for scanners www.hp.com and www.microtek.com
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	CanoScan LiDE 25


Flatbed Color image scanner, powered by USB

· Maximum size: 8.5 x 11.7 in.

· Interface: USB 

· Resolution: 1200 x 2400 dpi

· Software: comes with OmniPage® SE OCR that can be updated to OmniPage Professional at a fraction of the cost of buying it new. 

Duplex scanner: $300.00
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Specifications downloaded from www.hp.com. Other sources for scanners are www.canon.com and www.microtek.com. 

HP Scanjet 5590

Digital Flatbed Scanner

· Maximum size: 8.5 x 11 in. 

· Interface: USB 

· Resolution: up to 2400 dpi

· Software: I.R.I.S. Readiris Pro

Braille Translation Software: $600.00
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	Duxbury Braille Translation Software 10.7

www.duxburysystems.com
MegaDots 2.3

www.duxburysystems.com/megadots.asp
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	Braille 2000

www.braille2000.com


Braille Translation Software, translates text into Braille ready for embossing.

Free Braille Translation Software

NFTTRANS

www.nfb.org/nfb/nfbtrans.asp
The most recent version of Grade II Braille translation software program is NFBTRANS 7.74. It is a self-extracting executable file and should be downloaded to a directory such as TEMP or NFBTRANS on your computer.

LibBraille

http://libbraille.org/download.php
This tool is a free online translator from unicode text to Braille. It is possible to select the Braille alphabet for many languages.

Math Editor: 
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	Scientific Notebook – $150.00 - Math editor to create math documents for conversion into Nemeth Braille code. Used with Duxbury Braille translation software.

www.mackichan.com 
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	Braille Math with Tiger Software Suite – $295.00 

Insert text and math equations directly into a Microsoft Word document and translate to braille math.

The braille math translator is only compatible with the Tiger Software Suite 4.0 and works in conjunction with MathType 5.0 or higher by Design Science. 

www.viewplus.com 



	
	Math Type 6.5 - $ 60.00 - interactive equation editor for Windows and Macintosh that lets you create mathematical notation for word processing, web pages, desktop publishing, presentations, and for TeX, LaTeX, and MathML documents. 
www.dessci.com



Music Braille Translators: $1195.00
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	Goodfeel version 3.1 – Transcription software to convert printed music notation to braille. www.dancingdots.com 

Music optical character recognition:

Sharp Eye 2 - $169.00 - scans printed music and converts it to various music file formats (MIDI, NIFF and MusicXML). The software also has a playback feature so that you can listen to the piece through your PC's soundcard.
www.dancingdots.com 




Music Publishing Software: $289.00
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	Sibelius Speaking 3 – Transcription software to convert printed music notation to braille. www.dancingdots.com 

Sonar 6.0 (Cake Talking 6.2 JAWS scripts for Sonar) - CakeTalking customizes the JAWS for Windows screen reader so blind users can access the SONAR software that so many sighted people use to convert their PC’s into recording studios.
www.dancingdots.com 




Optical Character Recognition Software: $200.00 Upgrade, 
$499 new

FOR SIGHTED TEACHERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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	Omnipage Pro 16 Optical Character Recognition Software

www.nuance.com
Optical Character Recognition Software (OCR) for a sighted user. 

· Manual zoning using the mouse

· Auto scan into MS Word document

· Upgrade from Omnipage SE from scanner purchase
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Readiris Pro 11 Optical Character Recognition Software

 www.irislink.com
· Create PDF files and edit into Word, Excel
· Digitize handwritten notes

· Simplified scanning process for multi-page documents

Optical Character Recognition Scanning & Reading Software: $1000.00
Optical Character Recognition Software (OCR) for a blind user.

· Scan and Read documents

· Built-in voice

· Built-in dictionary 




· Create MP3 files of print content
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	Kurzweil 1000 version 11 - scanning and reading software for blind students and staff.

www.kurzweiledu.com
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	OpenBook 8.0.1 (updated Nov. ’08) - scanning and reading software for blind students and staff.

www.freedomscientific.com



Optical Character Recognition Software (OCR) for struggling readers.

· Scan and Read documents
• Built-in voice

· Built-in dictionary


• Various tools for learning disabilities

	

	Kurzweil 3000 version 10 scanning and reading software for struggling readers and learning disabilities

www.kurzweiledu.com

	

	Wynn 5.0 scanning and reading software

for struggling readers and learning disabilities

www.freedomscientific.com



Zoom Twix - Digital Scanning Camera - $3495.00

www.abisee.com.
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· Multi-tasking device that integrates an instant scanner and OCR

· Able to convert any printed text into multiple accessible formats like speech, large print, sound or text file, etc., in seconds
Screen Reader with Braille Support: $1100.00 + $200.00 Software Maintenance Agreement
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	JAWS Source: www.freedomscientific.com. 

Screen reader for Windows Vista XP, 98, ME

· Speech synthesizer (Eloquence)

· Refreshable Braille display support

· Multiple language support

· Internet Explorer support

· Professional version required for Windows XP Professional, Windows 2000 or NT
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	HAL: www.yourdolphin.com 
· Screen reader for Windows Vista XP, 98

· Multiple language support

· Internet Explorer support
Window Eyes: www.gwmicro.com 
· Microsoft Windows 2000/XP/2003/Vista

· Support for Windows, Internet, Microsoft Outlook

· Ten eloquence voices
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	System Access: www.serotek.com 

· Supports Windows based applications, Internet

· Lower priced option
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VoiceOver: www.apple.com  

· Refreshable Braille display support

· Multiple language support

· Internet Explorer support



	Free Screen Readers
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	NVDA: www.nvda-project.org
· free and open source screen reader for the Microsoft Windows operating system
· find out what is happening on the screen by querying the Operating system and using a speech synthesizer to output the information
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	Air Foundation: www.accessibilityisaright.org
   System Access to Go: www.satogo.com
· A complete digital content accessibility tool that functions much like a screen reader

· Runs only with an active Internet connection

· Air Foundation has an exclusive license to distribute Serotek’s Web 2.0 accessibility tool, System Access to Go, free of charge. 
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	ScreenReader.Net: www.screenreader.net
     Thunder: 

· Talking software to be used on a modern XP or Vista computer

· WebbiE is installed with Thunder in order to use the internet 




Screen Magnification: $600.00 screen magnification with speech, 

$395.00 screen magnification only
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	ZoomText Magnifer 9.1 
www.aisquared.com
· 2-36 x magnification

· 8 different magnification styles available

· Pointer enhancement

· Cursor enhancement

ZoomText Magnifier/Reader 9.1 

www.aisquared.com
· All the features of ZoomText Magnifier

· Complete screen reading: speaks all program controls documents, web pages, and email

· Reader provides speech output for screen content with use of the mouse and basic windows navigation keys. The reader requires use of the mouse for many screen elements. 
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	MAGIC 11
  www.freedomscientific.com
· 2x to 36x magnification

· Customize magnification for user preferences: tinting, brightness, window size, colors, background

LUNAR
www.yourdolphin.com
· Screen magnification software for partially sighted users.
· Many magnification options such as split screen, whole screen, lens and window to suit the individual user. 
· Lunar Plus provides speech.
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	WinZoom 

www.getwinzoom.com
· 1.5x to 36x magnification

·  Customize magnification for user preferences: tinting, brightness, window size, colors, background

Provides speech


Cursor Enhancement
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	BIGGY PLUS 

www.rjcooper.com 

· Cursor magnification up to 32x64

· Versions for Windows and Mac

· Manipulate the sound, color, and size




Screen Reader & Magnification with Braille Support: $1200.00
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	JAWS with MAGIC
www.freedomscientific.com
· Same specifications of Magic with speech component through JAWS
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	Supernova 

www.yourdolphin.com 

· Includes a full screen reader for people who are blind, which can cope with text and Braille input together with speech and Braille output
· 1x to 60x magnification


Braille Note Taking Device: 
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	BrailleNote mPowerBT 32

32 cell: $6000.00, 18 cell: $4000.00

www.humanware.com
· 32-cell or 18-cell displays 

· Windows CE 

· Built-in modem and card slot

· Infrared printer port

· GPS can be included as optional program
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	PAC Mate Omni 
20 cell: $3800.00, 40 cell: $5600.00

www.freedomscientific.com
· 40-cell or 20-cell displays

· Built-in modem and card slot

· Infrared printer port

· Removable Braille display




	[image: image40.jpg]



	Braille Sense – 32 cell: $6000.00

www.gwmicro.com
· 32-cell Braille note taking device

· Window CE

· Built in Bluetooth, wireless, and Ethernet 

· Built in LCD Display

· GPS can be included as optional program
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	Braille+ Mobile Manager - $1400.00

www.aph.org
· Small hand-held device

· Built in Wi-Fi and Bluetooth

· 30 GB hard drive 




Accessible GPS - www.accessiblegps.com 

Software and hardware add-ons:
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	Sendero GPS v 5.03 – Standard $1495

www.senderogroup.com 

· 16GB Compact Flashcard

· All country maps installed

· Bluetooth receiver

· 1 free upgrade
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	StreetTalk 2.0 for the PACMate – www.freedomscientific.com
· Available April 2009

· Wayfinding information in Braille or speech

· Compact Flash card pre-loaded with maps

· Used with Bluetooth GPS receiver




Stand-Alone:
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	Trekker  - $1700.00, 

www.humanware.com 

· Small hand-held device 

· Speech output GPS orientation aide with limited PDA application access (PDA capabilities can be added on with Maestro)
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	Trekker Breeze - $900.00
www.humanware.com
· Small and affordable option for GPS accessibility
· Can be controlled with one hand



Mobile phone with GPS:
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	Mobile Geo – $845.00

www.codefactory.es/en/
· GPS navigation software for Windows Mobile-based Smartphones, Pocket PC phones, and PDAs

· Powered by GPS technology from Sendero Group
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	Wayfinder Access - $400.00
www.wayfinder.com
· Text-to-speech navigation system

· Easy to install (must have Symbian phone – AT&T or T-Mobile only)

· Data subscription and Bluetooth GPS receiver are extra
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	Loadstone GPS – Free 

www.loadstone-gps.com
· A free navigational application designed to be used with Bluetooth GPS receiver and mobile phone using the Series 60 platform on the Symbian operation network 

· In addition the phone and GPS receiver, users will also need to have a screen reader or magnifier for their phone




Video Magnifiers:
Video magnifiers are available from many vendors and should be selected after viewing in person. Multiple view mode are available on all models.

Desktop video magnifier:
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	Merlin 17” LCD – $2800.00

 www.enhancedvision.com
· 2.7x to 67x magnification

· 17” or 19” LCD screen 
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	Discovery - $2400.00

www.clarityusa.com
· 4x to 65x magnification

· 17” high contrast LCD screen
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	Topaz - $2600.00 - $3500.00

   www.freedomscientific.com
· 3x to 82x magnification

· 17”, 19”, or 22” LCD monitor
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	Smartview Xtend – $2500.00 - $3500.00

  www.humanware.com
· 15”, 17”, 19”, or 21” LCD screen

· 17” screen: 4x to 55x magnification




Distance video magnifier: distance video magnifiers are available as all-in-one options or sold separately (camera and monitor). Physical settings should be considered when choosing the style. 
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	Onyx Swing Arm – $2200.00

 www.freedomscientific.com 

 Semi portable video magnifier ; view distant objects.

· 20” display

· Up to 100x magnification

· Detachable camera, RF remote control

Deskmate Duo - $2500.00

  www.clarityusa.com
· 17” monitor

· Rotating camera and remote control

· Panel and camera sold separately

Battery operated
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	Acrobat 
www.enhancedvision.com
· Detachable camera

· Self-leveling flexible arm, remote control

· Up to 72x magnification

· Panel and camera sold separately
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	Flipper - $1600.00
www.enhancedvision.com
· Rotating camera with slim LCD platform

· Battery operated

· Lightweight and portable

· 3x to 26x magnificationDistance, Intermediate, and Near Distance viewing capabilities

Lynx - $2700.00
www.clarityusa.com
· Compact and lightweight

· Battery operated

Adjustable camera


Hand Held video magnifier: some hand-held video magnifiers are equipped with a distance view camera. This as well as viewing area should be taken into consideration when determining an appropriate tool. 
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	Senseview – for distance and near viewing

  www.gwmicro.com
· 4.3” widescreen LCD display

· 4x to 22.5x magnification

· Weight: 7.8 oz

· 2 foldable legs

QuickLook Zoom – near viewing - $1050.00

www.ashtech.ie
· 4.3” widescreen LCD display

· 3x to 8x magnification

· Battery operated – up to 7 hours
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	Amigo – near viewing - $1700.00

www.enhancedvision.com
· 6.5” tilting viewing screen

· 3.5x to 14x magnification

· Weight: approx. 1lb

· Battery operated
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	Nemo – near viewing - $800.00
www.enhancedvision.com
· 4” LCD screen

· 4.5x to 9x magnification

· Battery operated – up to 3 hours




Resources for color video magnifiers: 

www.clarityusa.com                www.optelec.com                 www.ovac.com                            www.telesensory.com            www.visiontechnology.com   www.humanware.com
www.freedomscientific.com    www.enhancedvision.com    www.gwmicro.com 

www.freedomvision.com  
    www.ashtech.ie     
       www.bierley.com 


Each vendor listed carries two or more of the four classes of video magnifiers. Contact the vendor to see a demonstration of each of their products.

Braille Displays: 
Braille displays are available in a variety of sizes and should be selected after considering student needs.

Braille displays support a student’s literary Braille reading. A Braille display connected to a computer with a screen reader will increase a student’s Braille reading ability as well as facilitate increased comprehension.

Refreshable Braille is an electromechanical device and needs occasional cleaning, adjustment, and repair. A product maintenance agreement should accompany the purchase. 

Focus 40/80 – www.freedomscientific.com 
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	Windows Braille display - $3900/$7800

· Focus 40: 13.7” x 5.3” x 1.7”, 2lbs 10oz

· Focus 80: 23.8” x 5.3” x 1.7”, 4lbs

· Connectivity: USB port

PAC Mate Portable Braille display - $3800/$5600

· 20 cells: 4.8” x 11” x 1.53”, 1 lb 12 oz

· 40 cells: 4.8” x 12.5” x 1.53”, 2 lbs 3 oz

· Connectivity: USB




  Braille Connect – www.humanware.com 
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	Braille Connect 12 - $1200.00

· 20 hours wireless use

· Weight: 8 oz

· 5.1” x .6” x  3.2”

· Connectivity: USB, Bluetooth

Braille Connect 32
· 20 hours Bluetooth connection, 100 hours USB connection

· 30 cell refreshable Braille display

· 10.2” x 3.4” x .7
· Weight: 1.2 lb
· Connectivity: USB, Bluetooth
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	Braille Connect 40 - $5000.00

· 35 hours Bluetooth connection, 80 hours USB connection

· 40 cell refreshable Braille display

· Weight: 1.3 lbs

· 12.2” x 3.4” x .7”
· Connectivity: USB, Bluetooth


Brailliant Series – www.humanware.com 

· 25-30 hours battery life with Bluetooth connectivity

· 100 hours battery life with USB connection

· Windows compatible

· Connectivity: USB, Bluetooth
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	Brailliant 24 - $2800.00

· Weight: .8 lb

· 8.1” x 2.9” x .8”

Brailliant 32 - $3800.00

· Weight: 1.06 lb

· 10.24" x 0.81" x 2.99"
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	Brailliant 40 - $4800.00

· Weight: 1.2 lb

· 12.2" x 2.9" x 0.8”
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	Brailliant 64 - $7300.00

· Weight: 1.94 lb

· 18.27" x 0.81" x 2.99"

Brailliant 80 - $9000.00

· Weight: 2.36 lbs
· 22.28" x 0.85" x 3.03


Opeltec USA, Inc. (distributed by www.visioncue.com)  
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Braille Voyager 44 - $4400.00

· 44 refreshable cells

· Connectivity: USB, Serial

· Weight: 2.6 lbs

· 11.6” x 13.1” x 1.2” 

· Windows compatible
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ALVA BC640 - $4800.00

· 40 Braille cells

· Connectivity: USB, Bluetooth

· Weight: 1.6 lbs

· 13.3” x 2.9” x .7”

· Windows and Mac OS X Leopard compatible
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ALVA 544 Satellite Traveller - $5200.00

· 44 Braille cells

· Connectivity: USB, Serial 

· Weight: 2.8 lbs

· 12.2” x 11.4” x .9” 

· Windows compatible
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ALVA 570 Satellite - $9000.00 

· 70 Braille cells

· Connectivity: USB, Serial

· Weight: 5.4 lbs

· 24.4” x 11.4” x .9” 

· Windows compatible

 


    
ALVA 584 Satellite Pro - $10,000.00
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 84 Braille cells

·  Connectivity: USB, Serial

·  Weight: 6.6 lbs

·  19.1” x 11.4” x .9”

·  Windows compatible 

Handy Tech North America – www.handytech.us
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	Easy Braille display 

· USB: $4500.00, USB and Bluetooth: $5000.00

· 40 Braille cells

· Connectivity: USB, Bluetooth 

· Weight: 1.6 lbs

· 12” x 3.5” x 1”

Braille Star 40 - $6000.00

· Connectivity: USB, Serial, Bluetooth 

· Note-taking capabilities

· Windows/Vista compatible

· Weight: 3.1 lbs

· 13” x 8.9” x .95”
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	Braille Star 80 - $11,000.00

· 80 Braille cells

· Connectivity: USB, Serial

· Windows compatible



	
	Modular Evolution - $11,000/$14,000

· 64 cells: 20.3” x 2.4” x 10.4”, 6.4 lbs

· 88 cells: 25.3” x 2.4” x 10.4”, 7.7 lbs

· Advanced Braille keyboard: patent pending Active Tactile Control (ATC) enables you to control the PC directly with your reading position on the Braille display.




GW Micro, Inc. – www.gwmicro.com
	
	SyncBraille – $2000/$3200

· 20 cell: 7.21” x 3.34” x .78”, weight:  .61lbs

· 32 cell: 10.23” x 3.34” x .78”, weight:  .71lbs

· Connectivity: USB

· Windows compatible


Perkins Products – www.perkinsstore.org
	
	Seika Braille Display – $2500.00

· 40 braille cells

· Connectivity: USB 

· Weight: 1.3 lbs

· 13” x 4” x 1”  




Accessible Calculators: $250.00
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	HAND-HELD CALCULATORS:

Orion TI-36X Talking Scientific Calculator – Handheld talking scientific calculator. 

www.orbitresearch.com
· Ideal for junior high algebra to college calculus

· Ergonomically designed for use by the visually impaired

· Weight: 11 oz

· 6.2” x 3” x 1.3”
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	SciPlus 300 - Talking Scientific Calculator

www.sightenhancement.com
· Large display with speech output

· Multiple colors available
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	SOFTWARE CALCULATORS:
Audible Graphing Calculator – Talking graphing calculator for algebra and above.

www.viewplus.com


	
	GTCalc Scientific Calculator - $200.00

· Graphing talking calculator with special features to assist users who are blind or visually impaired
· Includes: full range of Scientific Functions, Statistical & Linear Regression Functions, Auto BODMAS, Replay, Fractions Mode, GT Calc, Graphing Mode, Finance Mode, + accessibility functions




Each calculator will have a variety of features that may or may not suit the needs of a student in particular math classes. Calculators should be purchased with current and future courses in mind. 

Digital Talking Book Players: $400.00
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	Victor Reader Stream – Digital DAISY player (Audio Books): www.humanware.com
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	BookPort – Portable Audio Book Reader (Reads MP3, text, Word and BRF files): www.aph.org
Available through Federal Quota Funds
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	Book Courier - Portable Audio Book Reader (Reads MP3, text, Word and BRF files):

www.bookcourier.com 
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	Victor Reader Wave – Digital DAISY player (Audio Books): www.humanware.com
Victor Reader Classic X – Portable Audio Book Reader 

(also plays music CD’s and MP3 Audio file CD’s)

www.humanware.com 
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	PlexTalk PTN 1 – Daisy Player

www.irti.net 



	
	SOFTWARE
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	Victor Soft – Digital DAISY player for your computer (Play DAISY Audio Books on your computer)

www.humanware.org 

Other Sources for DAISY Reader software

www.freedomscientific.com (FSreader)

www.yourdolphin.com (EasyReader) 


Keyboarding Programs: $80
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	TypeAbility – Talking Typing Tutor

www.yesaccessible.com 
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	Talking Typer – Talking Typing Tutor

www.aph.org 

All the Right Type 3 Plus – $30

Good for low vision students – font size can be increased. 

 www.ingenuityworks.com
Type to Learn

www.sunburst.com
Good for low vision students


Touch Tablets: $700.00
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	Talking Tactile Tablet – Talking touch tablet, used with development software to create talking maps, diagrams and pictures. 

www.touchgraphics.com
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	IntelliTools Keyboard - Adaptive programmable keyboard for physically disabled students (adapted for the visually impaired with tactile markers)

www.intellitools.com
· Join their Activity Exchange for free:

· Aex.intellitools.com

· Upload activities directly to the exchange

· Communicate with other authors and activity developers via the exchange




Touch tablets offer an opportunity for educational teams to create individualized lesson plans that a student can interact with and learn from. These tablets also offer pre-made curricula.

Combining touch tablets with tactile graphics provides a student the opportunity to add voice labels to their own artwork and/or creations that are found online or pre-made.
Braille Learning & Tactile Learning: 

Mangold Braille Reading Program – 

Braille Teaching Curriculum 

· Requires the Talking Tactile Tablet

· TTT with the reading program is SAL2

www.exceptionalteaching.com
www.touchgraphics.com
Books 1 & 2, Ages 5-12 - $350.00

· Teaches initial skills that promote rapid, efficient Braille reading

Level 1, Ages 5-12 - $350.00

· Next step for this age group after Program for Young Readers

Books 1 & 2, Teens and Adults - $350.00

· Designed for students 14 years and older who are learning Braille

Book 3, Teens and Adults - $350.00

· Teaches Braille contractions

Better Braille, All ages - $80.00

· To improve reading and writing skills

· Requires the Power Chord Braille Keyboard in addition to TTT

BOB Books, pre-school to elementary age students - $100.00/set

· Set 1: For very beginner readers, 12 books included

· Set 2: Advancing readers, continued use of 3-letter words, 12 books included

· Set 3: Stories beyond 3-letter words, 10 books included 

· Set 4: Compound Words. Longer words and complex stories, 8 books included

Sound Out Series, elementary school age students

· Uncontracted Braille, higher reading level than BOB books

Quizmee Series – 

· Grade specific multiple choice questions challenge students as they independently learn fun facts of the world. Quizmee number refers to grade level. 

· Questions cover: Social Studies, Language Arts, Math, Science, Pop Culture

· Quizmee One: Uncontracted Braille, 120 multiple choice questions, $50.00

· Quizmee Two: Fully contracted Braille, 120 multiple choice questions, $50.00

· Quizmee Three: Fully contracted Braille, 220 multiple choice questions, $65.00

· Quizmee Four: Fully contracted Braille, 220 multiple choice questions, $65.00

· Quizmee Five: Fully contracted Braille, 220 multiple choice questions, $65.00

	Other TTT Applications –
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	National Geographic Talking Tactile Atlas of the World - $250.00

Audio-Tactile Statistics Courseware - $260.00

TTT Crossword Puzzle Game - $50.00

TTT Snakes & Ladders - $50.00

World Map - $60.00

	 IntelliBraille Tablet Applications 
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	IntelliBraille - Braille Teaching Curriculum 

(Used with the Intellitools tablet / Classroom Suite) - $120.00

 www.intellitools.com
IntelliTactiles: pre-Braille Concepts (now called the Classroom Suite Edition)

A touch sensitive board that connects to either a PC or Mac - $109.00


If a tablet is purchased to facilitate Braille learning, be sure to check out other possibilities and curriculum used with the tablet to determine if you can make further use of it.

Tactile Graphics Production: $1300.00 (PIAF)
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	Emprint Braille Printer/Embosser

www.viewplus.com 

· Color tactile graphic Braille embosser with interlined Braille with print.

· See other models and specifications in the Embosser section of this document. 
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	P.I.A.F. Pictures in a Flash – Quick and easy development of tactile graphics using heat sensitive paper.

www.quantech.com.au
www.humanware.com 

Other sources:

Swell-Form Graphics II Machine

www.americanthermoform.com 

Tactile Image Enhancer, Thermo Pen

www.brailler.com 
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	QuickTac 4.0 and TGD-Pro – QuickTac is a free download that can be used to create simple tactile graphics that can be produced on most embossers.

TGD-Pro combines QuickTac with the ability to import pictures collected from the internet, clip art, etc.

www.duxburysystems.com 


The Braille Authority of North America (BANA) guidelines for tactile graphics can be viewed at www.tactilegraphics.org. 

The International Council on English Braille (ICEB), Tactile Graphics Project can be viewed at http://www.iceb.org/icetac.html. 

Information about the Tactile Graphics Image Library can be found at http://www.aph.org/tgil/index.html. 

Manual Braille Writers: 


Next Generation Perkins Brailler - $650.00


www.perkins.org
· 25% lighter than the Classic Perkins Brailler

· Easy eraser

· Available through Federal Quota
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	Electric Perkins brailler – $970.00

www.perkins.org
Available through Federal Quota
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	Jot-a-Dot – Portable Braille writer www.humanware.com
www.jotadot.com 



	
	


Electronic Braille Writer: $2,750
	[image: image71.png]



	Mountbatten Braille– 

Mountbatten Writer and the Mountbatten Learning System: 

· Same design and very similar in features

· Difference: the Writer does not allow PC connectivity, network facility, or USB port. It also does not include a clock, stopwatch, date and time, or diary. 

www.humanware.com 

www.mountbattenbrailler.com


	
	


Electronic Book Access

	Source
	Fee
	Content Available
	How do I sign-up?

	Public Library
	Free
	Books (all varieties)
	Contact your local public library.

	Web Braille

www.loc.gov/nls/braille
	Free if visually impaired
	Books, Magazines Braille Music,
	Fill out form at https://www.nlstalkingbooks.org/ or call 1-888-657-7323 to connect to a local library, more contact information available at http://www.loc.gov/nls/contact.html 

	BookShare

www.bookshare.org
	Ind. or Group Account
	Books and Periodicals 
	Register via website, provide proof of disability, and submit payment

	Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired

http://www.tsbvi.edu/braille/index.htm 
	Free if visually impaired
	Books and other Braille Materials
	Complete form at referenced url and obtain a password to download books.

	Project Gutenberg

www.gutenberg.net or http://www.promo.net/pg/ (has quick search author and title edit boxes on home page)


	Free
	Books, speeches, videos, music (recorded and sheet), pictures
	Begin searching or browsing at website, no sign-up necessary.

	ManyBooks.net

www.manybooks.net
	Free
	Books
	Begin searching or browsing at website, no sign-up necessary.

	The Online Books Page

http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/lists.html
	Free
	Books
	Begin searching or browsing at website, no sign-up necessary.

	Louis APH Data Base

http://sun1.aph.org/louis/ 
	Fee, either $25 quota per book or fee based on non-APH item
	Textbooks & Books
	Fill out Agreement to Use the APH File Repository at http://sun1.aph.org/louis/reposagree.html 

	Clearinghouse for Specialized Media and Technology (CSMT)

https://csmt.cde.ca.gov 
	Free if TVI or transcriber
	Textbooks, Audio Books, etc.
	Fill out Member Registration Form at https://csmt.cde.ca.gov/Newacct.aspx 

	Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic

http://www.rfbd.org 
	Ind. or Group Account
	Textbooks, Audio Books
	Provide documented proof of visual impairment, http://www.rfbd.org/certification.htm 

	Low Vision Classics

www.classicbookshelf.com
	Free
	Books
	Begin searching or browsing at website, no sign-up necessary.


Please reference ‘Electronic Book Access Handout’ from the Technology page on the California School for the Blind webpage: www.csb-cde.ca.gov

Gaming Resources

	APH Games

http://www.aph.org/tech/index.html
Hark the Sound Version 3.4

wwwx.cs.unc.edu/~gb/wp/research/hark-the-sound/ (Google search ‘Hark the Sound’)

Braille Bug

http://www.afb.org/braillebug 

RJ Cooper Games

www.rjcooper.com 

PCSGames

www.pcsgames.net
The Game Accessibility Project

www.game-accessibility.com 

Audyssey

www.audyssey.org
AudioGames
www.audiogames.net
Kitchens Inc.

www.kitchensinc.net 

The Zone BBS

www.zonebbs.com 

BSC Games
www.bscgames.com 

Spoonbill Software

www.omninet.net.au/~irhumph/blindgamers.htm
Azabat Games
www.azabat.co.uk 

Gaming Galaxy!

tman.net.ms/galaxy/
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	VIP Gameszone

www.vipgameszone.com
GMA Games

www.gmagames.com 

L-Works

www.l-works.net
USA Games

www.usagames.us
Draconis Entertainment

www.draconisentertainmetn.com
The Accessible Friends Network

http://www.tafn.org.uk/games.htm
7-128 Software

www.7128.com
Bavisoft

www.bavisoft.com
Games for the Blind.com

www.gamesfortheblind.com
Danz Games

www.danzgames.com
Blind Cool Tech

www.blindcooltech.com
Dreamtech Interactive

www.geocities.com/kenwdowney
Klango Games

www.klangogames.com
Blind Adrenaline Simulations

www.blindadrenaline.com
SoundRTS

http://jlp.free.fr/soundrts
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The use of games improves computer knowledge, keyboarding skills, and problem solving ability. (Some of the above listed game sites have adult content in addition to appropriate children’s games). 

The above listed items are only suggestions. Each classroom is unique. Equipment should be purchased based on the needs of each individual student. However, just as the modern office is now built around the computer, so is the modern classroom for students with visual impairments. Students must have access to the Internet for research, current events and communication. In order to use the computer successfully, the visually impaired student will probably use either a screen reader or a screen magnification program. Worksheets can be accessed using a video magnifier or optical character recognition software. Work is produced on a word processor either on the computer or on a braille note taker. The work must then be printed for the sighted teacher.

A teacher or transcriber must prepare materials in Braille or large print for the student. This must be done in a timely manner; materials three days late are almost useless to a student. The use of optical character recognition and translation software in the hands of a certified braille transcriber make the production of braille and large print much more timely and efficient.

In every case, technology has enhanced the learning process for the visually impaired student. Book readers, access software, talking calculators, scanners and printers are essential in order to allow a student with visual impairments to compete successfully with their sighted peer.

All product names are registered trademarks of their respective owners. The information in this handout has been carefully checked and is believed to be accurate. However technology changes rapidly and products can be sold to other companies. Please check with the company’s web site to verify the accuracy of each product’s specifications. 
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