Electronic Book Access

Jerry Kuns & Adrian Amandi

Assistive Technology Coordinators

California School for the Blind

CTEVH 2006
Types of Electronic Books

File Extenstions:

· .brf - embosser ready files for contracted (grade 2) braille 

· .dxb - Duxbury files for contracted (grade 2) braille 

· .txt – Text Document

· .doc – Word Document (Microsoft)

· .html - Hypertext Markup Language (www)

· .mp3 – mp3Pro Audio File (Compressed Audio)

· .abt - Edit-PC or Braille2000 files for contracted (grade 2) braille

· .meg - Megadots files for contracted (grade 2) braille 

Web-Braille

· www.loc.gov/nls
· Books, music scores, and magazines available

· Registration required

· Request a Web-Braille Username and Password from your local branch of the NLS, info. will be e-mailed to user

Downloading from Web-Braille

· Finding Web-Braille Books by Author and/or Title 

· go to  www.loc.gov/nls/braille
· Enter user name and password


· Go to the “Online Catalog” link

· Author (last name first) or
· Title 

· Keyword (must put the words web braille)

· Press “search” link
· Find your book and go to the link
· http://www.loc.gov/nls/braille/12345v01.brf
· Saving book

· Brf format – computer file set-up

Web-Braille – Searching for Magazines
· Searching for Magazines

· Find link for magazines 

· Click on Magazine Title Link

· Search for Issue

· Searching Using Read Braille Book Review

· Great for kids who have trouble with spelling

· Finds the Latest Books (html versions)

· Easy to navigate
· Adult Books – Non-fiction and Fiction

· Children’s Books – Non-fiction and Fiction

· Organized by Months

BookShare

· www.bookshare.org
· 25,875 books as of March 2006

· 125 Different Periodicals available in Daisy and BRF

· Subscription required

· Individual (FIND PRICES) or Institutional Book Package: 30 downloads $300, 60 downloads $450, 100 downloads $600.

· Online or paper registration

· Proof of disability signed by physician, ophthalmologist, or optometrist necessary for each student wishing to download.

· E-mail address required 

· At Login prompt

· Enter e-mail and password

· Search for author or title

· Bookshare.org Unpack Tool required (this tool is built into the BrailleNote)

· Download book and unzip using password

· support@bookshare.org

TSBVI

· Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired

· Braille Book Files
· www.tsbvi.edu/braille/braillebooks.htm
· Password Required

Project Gutenberg

· www.gutenberg.net (all links available from home page)

· http://www.promo.net/pg/ (has quick search author and title edit boxes on home page)

· 17,000 free ebooks

· Books no longer under copyright protection (this includes most books printed prior to 1923) are free to download and most are free to distribute

· 8 languages with more than 50 books

· 40 languages with up to 50 books

· Categories Available:

· Text, Audio Book (computer-generated and human-read), Music (recorded and sheet), Other Recordings (speeches, etc.) Pictures (moving and still)

· OCR programs Kurzweil 7 and above and Open Book 7 will search the site using their book search utility

Project Gutenberg

· Sample List of Titles and Authors

· Titles

· Adventure of The Devil's Foot, The, by Doyle, Arthur Conan, Sir, 1859-1930

· Little Women, by Alcott, Louisa May, 1832-1888

· Black Beauty, by Sewell, Anna, 1820-1878

· Authors

· Andersen, Hans Christian, 1805-1875

· Clemens, Samuel Langhorne, 1835-1910 AKA: Twain, Mark, 1835-1910

Clearinghouse for Specialized Media and Technology (CSMT)

· Account necessary, username and password established after Member Registration Form is mailed or faxed.

· https://csmt.cde.ca.gov
· Simple search allows single text entry field plus type of file desired (digital for electronic format)

· Advanced search allows multiple search entry for title, ISBN, author first and last name, publisher, grade, and multiple file formats.

· Selection of K-8 state adopted textbooks, with some downloadable audio and .mp3 files

Louis APH Data Base 

· Password required for download

· Books Info for presentation\APH\Book and File Repository Search.htm 

· http://www.aph.org/louis/index.html 

· Search for:

· Choose a format:

· APH – The APH Accessible Textbook Initiative and Collaboration Project (ATIC) is the embodiment of the American Printing House's (APH) commitment to provide accessible textbooks to students who are blind or visually impaired. 

 Holt Literature Book Example 

· Zipped files – must unzip

· rename all files with .rtf extension

· transferred to Compact Flash Memory Card

· Student used Braille Note 

· Some difficulty but eventually got it

WGBH NCAM

· WGBH -

· National Center for Accessible Media (NCAM)

· Integrate accessible multimedia into

· Digital Talking Books (DTBs)

· E-books of various formats

· Links to sample books with accessible multimedia

· Beyond the Text: Comparison chart of e-book and digital talking book (DTB) hardware and software http://ncam.wgbh.org/ebooks/comparison.html#content
Audio Books
· Available in download, rental (number of check-outs and timed checkouts), and/or purchase

· www.audiobooks.com
· www.audible.com
· www.soundsgood.com
· www.booksontape.com
Excellent Resource

· Finding eBooks on the Internet, Second Edition by Anna Dresner

· National Braille Press Boston, Massachusetts Copyright © 2004, 2002 by National Braille Press

· Published in print and braille by National Braille Press 88 St. Stephen Street Boston, MA  02115

· www.braille.com

