
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

     

           
         
           

        
           

            
         

           
     

              
             

           
           

        
               

          
        

           
           

         
          

              
         

              

April 2, 2020 

Dear California School for the Blind Community, 

Yesterday Governor Gavin Newsom held a press conference during which he made it 
clear that students throughout California will continue to be dismissed from on-campus 
instruction for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. In addition, state testing 
(CAASPP) has been canceled for the 2019-20 school year. Educational leaders and 
public health officials from across the State agree that the need to continue social 
distancing in order to curb the spread of COVID-19 warrants the continued dismissal of 
students from on-campus instruction. Therefore, it is with deep disappointment that I 
share with you the news that CSB students will not be returning to campus for the 
remainder of the 2019-20 school year. 

Although  CSB will  be  physically  closed,  our students’  learning  and  our teachers’  
instruction  is not  ending.  Our classroom  teachers,  specialists,  service  providers,  
residential  staff,  support  staff,  and  administrators have  been  working  tirelessly  to  
prepare  and  implement  distance  learning.  Although  there  is no  perfect  substitute  for in-
person,  hands-on  instruction,  CSB staff  are  prepared  to  provide  the  best  possible  
remote  learning  for our students via  high-quality  learning  opportunities and  support.  
Every  day  of  learning  is vital  for our students,  whether it  takes place  in  one  of  our 
classrooms or around  your kitchen  table.  With  the  support  and  partnership  of  parents,  
we  are  confident  that  our students will  continue  to  make  educational  progress.  

While I recognize the need for students, teachers, and staff to shelter in their homes, I 
also recognize that there are essential tasks that need to happen on our campus in 
order to ensure continued distance learning for our students. To that end, essential staff 
members may be on campus to gather and package materials to be sent to students, 
schedule remote meetings, cover basic business and personnel functions, and ensure 
the safety and security of our facilities. If you are in need of materials, supplies, devices, 
or technology, please alert your classroom teacher as soon as possible so that we can 
work together to provide you with what you need. 

I understand that this announcement places an even bigger burden on families at a time 
when anxiety is already high. Asking parents and caregivers to take on the daunting 
task of supporting learning experiences that our incredible, professional staff normally 
provide—on top of maintaining your own responsibilities at work and/or at home—adds 
more stress to an already stressful situation. Please know that we are here to support 
you through this. Many families are making sacrifices throughout these weeks and 
months so that we can, together, bring an end to the COVID-19 pandemic. I have 



          
  

 

 
            

        
             

          
      

 
           

      
 

               
 

 
 

 
  

 
    

 
 
 

tremendous gratitude for each and every family for partnering with us to support each 
student’s education. 

With  the  physical  closure  of  CSB  through  the  end  of  the  school  year comes many  
questions for students and  parents—particularly  for our graduating  students.  In  the  
coming  weeks we  will  be  considering  a  variety  of  options for graduation  and  other end-
of-year events.  We  recognize  the  importance  of  these  momentous life  events,  and  we  
will  work  on  finding  solutions and  alternatives that  will  make  these  experiences as 
meaningful  as possible  for our students.  As additional  challenges resulting  from  these  
closures present  themselves,  we  will  tackle  them  one  by  one  and  continue  to  focus on  
making  student-centered  decisions.  We  ask  for your continued  patience  and  flexibility  
as we  navigate  the  unknown.  

Like all of you, I am eager for a return to normalcy—to see and hear our students once 
again navigating our campus, engaging in on-campus learning, and practicing their 
independence in the community. That day will come. For now, we look forward to 
partnering with families to the greatest extent possible and ensuring that our students 
continue to learn, grow and thrive. 

I will continue to provide updates as often as is warranted and possible as the present 
situation continues to rapidly evolve. 

In the meantime, stay well, be safe, and take care of yourselves, your families, and one 
another. 

Sincerely, 

Gina Ouellette 
Superintendent 
California School for the Blind 


