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Announcements

The Career Fair was held in the theater on May 7th.
The Art Show will take place in the gym May 14th & May 15th

The Spring Concert will take place in the theater Wednesday May 14th at 1:30 p.m and Thursday May 15th at 7:30 p.m
The Kid’s Congress will take place Tuesday May 20th from 1:00 until 4:00.  
The Talent Show is May 29th from 1:00 to 3:00 in the theater.
The Prom will be held on May 22nd from 4:00 PM to 9:00 PM in Oakland at the J.L. Richard Terrace.  A Night of New Beginnings is the theme.  The colors are pink, blue and white.  A prom king and queen will be chosen from the graduating seniors.  Students need to dress up:  no jeans or tennis shoes.


The reading recital is on June 5th at 8:30 a.m.
Graduating Students
By Samantha
It is almost the end of the year and time to say goodbye to our friends, and let’s also say goodbye and congratulate the twelve students who are graduating from CSB this year. The students graduating are:

From Courtemanche/Singleton’s Class:

Darren J., AJ M., Brian P.
From Tanaka-Libbon’s Class: 
Taeler K. 
From Yamada’s Class: 
Joseph D., Miriam V.


From Durski’s Class: 
Waylon T., Isabel V., Anna B.,
From McNulty’s Class: 
Allen T., Rebecca W.
We will miss them being here at CSB. We hope all of them will stay in touch.

Canes are Important to a Lot of People, So if You ever Run into Someone with a Cane, Respect the Person

By Jot, Travis, Leo, Sam and Josh
The students in Claire’s classroom were talking to Nita and Kristi about what people like about canes and why.  Some people like tall canes because they get more warning time if they are going to run into something.  The O&M instructors showed us the telescopic canes from Ambutech and NFB.  The Ambutech cane had a ceramic tip.  The NFB cane had a metal tip that felt like a coin.  They also showed us folding canes from Ambutech, which is the most used cane at CSB.  They showed us the Revolution Advantage cane with a marshmallow tip, which many students use at CSB.  Revolution canes are made in California. 
Then they brought out the cane tips.  They said that people don’t like the sound of some tips, like the metal tip from the telescopic cane.  There’s a pencil tip which is long and skinny and made out of nylon.  A marshmallow tip is shaped like a marshmallow, but it probably doesn’t taste like a marshmallow; however, it’s big and round.  The rolling marshmallow tip is the same.  There’s a jumbo roller, which is heavy and large and shaped like a hockey puck.  A red tomato tip is like a golf ball or a small tomato; it is used often by little kids.  The pencil tip is not very good because it gets stuck in cracks, while the marshmallow tip doesn’t get stuck.  

After we looked at the cane tips, we went outside with Nita to try out canes.  Before we tried the different canes, we made an obstacle course using orange cones.  When trying out the canes, we were blindfolded.  Everyone tried out two different kinds of canes with two different kinds of tips.  All the different canes and tips were fun to try out.  In the end, students were happy to go back to using their own canes, but now we know that there are many choices if we ever want to switch.  

Cane Survey
By Jot, Travis, Leo, Sam and Josh
Everybody in Claire's class did a survey on the kinds of canes and cane tips people use at CSB. It was a lot of work, but it was kind of fun. Here are the results of the survey.  
Canes Used at CSB

Folding Cane 92%; The folding cane is the most popular cane. The folding cane is thick and is safe to get around with for someone with more vision loss. The reason for this is that the folding cane can fit in a bag or cane holster when it is not being used.

ID Cane 5%: The second most popular is the ID cane at 5%. The ID cane is mostly used to tell people that you have a vision problem. People don't really use it to find their way.

Rigid 3%: Some people use the rigid cane because they don't know how to fold a folding cane. This isn't a bad thing; it is ok. The rigid cane could be a safety issue when out in public because it sticks out, and people might trip on it. When you're not using it, you might have to store it on the floor, where it can be in peoples' way.
Telescopic 1%: Not a lot of people use the telescopic cane because it breaks easily. Not a lot of people like the scratchy sound the metal tip on the NFB telescopic cane makes because the sound hurts your ears.

Tips Used at CSB
Rolling Marshmallow 61%:  Most people like using the rolling marshmallow because it slides on the ground nicely and it doesn’t get stuck in cracks as often as the nylon tip.

Pencil 14 %: The pencil tip always gets stuck in cracks in the ground, so it stops you from walking as fast as you want. The people who use the pencil tip use a tapping technique or use the tip with an ID cane.

Regular Marshmallow 9 %: The regular marshmallow tip looks like the rolling marshmallow, but the regular ones don’t slide across the ground as easily.
Jumbo Roller 8%: Most people do not use jumbo rollers because the weight of them is hard on your wrist. But other people really seem to like them. Using one may not hurt your wrist now, but later you may have problems.
Tear drop 3%: The tear drop tip is bigger than a tear, but it is shaped like one. Some people use it, but it still isn’t the most popular. Tear drops tips don’t wear down as easily because of the shape of the tip.
Rolling Big Ball 3%: The rolling big ball tip, which is like a white tomato tip, is mostly used by people who are still learning how to use a cane and for some people who like them. It’s so big it doesn’t get stuck as much as other canes. 
Metal 2%: Two percent isn’t a high number, and this may be because a lot of people don’t like the sound of the metal tips when they slide across the ground.
A lot of people use canes. There are lots of kinds of tips, so try them all while you can to find out which one is right for you.

Cesar Chavez
By Samantha
Cesar Chavez was a great leader. He was born in 1927. During the great depression, Cesar led a big strike. He and more than 500 people made it possible to get better pay and better living conditions for migrant workers. In 1993, Cesar Chavez died at the age of 66. More than 50,000 people came to his funeral. On March 31st, people take the day off to honor Cesar Chavez.

Fremont Symphony Orchestra Trip
By Travis

On Tuesday April 8, 2008, Mr. Siligo took some classes to the Fremont Orchestra Symphony. All of the classes including Mr. Siligo and Charles got on a school bus and drove to Harbor Light Church on Thornton Ave. When the bus got there, everyone went inside and took seats in the pews and listened to the band tune their instruments.

When it was time to begin, the band started off with the National Anthem and everyone sang along. Then the symphony began. There were trumpets, trombones, violins, some drums, and a piano.

Their last song was the theme for the Kentucky Derby called the “William Tell Overture” by Rossini. On the way back, Mr. Siligo told the classes some history about some of the band members and other great musicians. Once the bus arrived back at school, everyone thanked Mr. Siligo for the wonderful experience they had.

Fieldtrip to the Exploratorium
By Leo

The Exploratorium was a good trip.  I liked it because there was a lot to look at and a lot to learn.  What I liked the best was the Tactile Dome.  It was fun because it was dark.  I got to see what it feels like to be blind.  What I also liked was that they had a water fountain that looked like a toilet.  Sam did not want to drink out of it.  

It was also fun because we got to eat outside, and there were swans in this pond that we were sitting by.  The swan bit my hand because I was trying to feed it.  

Red Hot Chili Peppers Music Review

By Leo

The Red Hot Chili Peppers have been around for more than 14 years. Their music is all kinds of different styles. Their album “Stadium Arcadia” is cool because it has a lot of good, mellow beats. They have improved more and more. That is what makes their new album very cool.

The bass player, Flea, is a very good bass player. He has done slap bass, but he does not do it anymore because people copy what he does. So now he just plays a softer kind of style. He does not put so much volume, but it still sounds very good. In the song “Dani California,” he did not show off until the end.

The singer, Anthony Kiedis, is getting better and better at vocals. At times he does not make any sense, but if you listen close to what he is saying, then you could kind of get what he is talking about. He is a very good singer, not just because he is good at singing, but because some of his songs make sense.
The drummer, Chad Smith, also plays very well. The album “Blood Sugar Sex Magic” was with Chad Smith. They have not just had Chad Smith. They have had two very good drummers, Chad Smith and John. He always plays well because he only shows off if he has to. The Red Hot Chili Peppers should make more music later on. I think it will get better.

Short Course Students
By Leo and Jot
I had an interview with the short course people. The people were Luis and Roberto. They are both 14 years old, and they are in the 8th grade. Roberto is from Nipomo, which is near San Luis Obispo, and Luis is from Soledad, which is near Salinas. 

They are thinking about whether or not they want to come to CSB. They have done something called the short course, which involves a lot of different things. One of the short course programs is just one week out of the month for a student learning Braille.
Roberto and Luis said they kind of like it here because they are learning more about the computer and other things, like the Braille Note.
In April, there were some girls who came to CSB from other schools. Their names are Christina, Kelsey and Heather. One of them is from Sacramento, and the other two are from San Luis Obispo.  They said they enjoy being here, and they wish they could come back because they had so much fun.

On Monday, they said they went to the Lighthouse for the Blind and the Rehab Department. On Tuesday, they went to the Guide Dogs for the Blind and got to groom dogs. They really liked that. On Wednesday, they did living skills, and they went to the Living Skills Center to see what people do. On Thursday, they went to Sunnyvale, and they went there to check out the Access Foundation. The Access Foundation is where there are computers and other technology. That Friday was their last day here, so they wrote Thank You notes to the people that helped them with everything they did. They only stayed here for a week, and they stayed in the dormitory. They stayed in Southridge because they were all 16 years old. So we hope these girls will come back one day because we enjoyed having them here.

Pets

By Guest Author Amanda deM.
My opinion is that people that have pets shouldn’t hurt them. They should also take care of their pets. Pets are nice. Animals have feelings too just like us. Pets need to eat too, and pets also need to know that their owners love them. If people don’t take care of their pets, then they shouldn’t have any pets. Animals cry just like us. Some people hurt their pets. I have a dog, and I take care of my dog. Animals like to go for walks. Pets also like to run around. I also take my dog camping. My dog sleeps with me in my room. My dog comforts me when I’m scared. Dogs are nice, and they know how people feel. You get so much out of a pet if you treat it well.
10,000 BC Review

By Jot, Sam, Leo, Travis, and Josh

The movie 10,000 BC was about D’Leh’s journey to get back his kidnapped girlfriend, Evolet, and the Yagahl tribe people.  He met some people from the Naku tribe along the way.  D’Leh and the Naku tribe went looking for Evolet and the people in the “Mountains of the Gods,” home to the Lost Civilization.  D’Leh helped the enslaved people fight for their freedom and return home in the end.  

D’Leh as a character did a pretty good job.  The way he fought the men on horseback to rescue Evolet was really cool.  Evolet was okay, but the only thing was that she spoke too softly, so you couldn’t hear her very well.  With Old Mother, the part where she decided to make the ultimate sacrifice to save Evolet’s life was very amusing.  Like Old Mother, Tic Tic seemed to be very wise and helpful to D’Leh. The character One Eye seemed to be your average villain. Ka’Ren decided over being D’Leh’s rival and became his friend. Nakadu did a good job of being a leader.  

The movie had very bad acting. They might as well have been doing a school play.  The acting in some parts was okay, but they should have taken acting lessons before making this movie.  

The dialogue sucked because no one really talked.  There was too much action going on.  When the people did talk, they only talked for thirty seconds then they went on a journey.  That wasn’t the only thing that was bad about the dialogue; however, there was something else.  The problem was they had a made-up language which no one really understood. So that is how the dialogue was.  

The movie had good sounds.  The music was loud.  It had lots of heavy drumming.  The animals were fake, like the mammoths.  When they were fighting in the movie, you could hear the arrows go into someone’s body.  

Gossip Column
Dear CSB News Flash,

One of the psychologists got locked in a bathroom at lunch today, and Mike Litinsky had to rescue her.  
-Anonymous Tipper

Questions of the Month
Do you think we will ever be able to undo the damage we have done to the earth?  

Will we be able to stop global warming?  

If you could live on any planet, which one would you chose?

What would you do if you were president?
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