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2008 Presidential Election for the United States

By Travis, Guest Reporter
Once again it's time to vote for a new president.  The race has come down to the two remaining major party candidates, Senator Barack Obama and Senator John McCain.  Both candidates have served their country well by being senator for Illinois and Arizona respectively.  Now it's time to find out who will win the election and become the new president on November 4, 2008.

Senator John McCain has had lots of experience with the Senate.  From 1958 to 1982, Senator McCain served in the Navy.  He ran for president back in the year 2000 but lost to President Bush in the Republican primary.  This year he's decided to take one more stab at becoming the President of the U.S.

As well as being a nominee for president, Senator Obama is part of several committees that are dedicated to helping people with their health care, helping veterans, and cutting taxes.  Before becoming a senator, Obama was enrolled in Harvard Law School.  He has also served as a senator for 8 years.

So far, it seems like Senator Obama has taken the lead, but neither he nor Senator McCain are winners yet.  Things might change for the two senators.  And so the race for president is still on!

Presidential Election of 2008 

By Samantha

A candidate needs to have 270 electoral votes to win the election.  So far, according to the polls, Obama has 264 electoral votes and McCain has 163 electoral votes.  Wyoming, North Dakota and South Dakota are the states with the lowest number of electoral votes.  The states with the highest number of electoral votes are California with 55, Texas with 34 and New York with 31.  The electoral votes from each state are based on the population of people.  Every vote is important because whatever party has the most votes will determine where that state's electoral votes will go.  Every vote counts, so remember to vote on November 4, 2008.  

Presidential Election – CSB Student Has Voted

By Jot and Samantha
Jot and Sam from Claire's class talked with Theadora about the presidential election.  Theadora, age 18 and visually impaired, has registered to vote in her hometown.  She has already voted by an absentee ballot.  An absentee ballot is mailed to your house so you can vote if you are not able to go to the polling place.  Theadora has been following up on the presidential debates.  Good job Theadora for voting on who and what you believe is right for the United States.  Remember voters every vote counts.

High Speed Trains on the Ballot
By Leo

If we had high speed trains, it would be easier to get around in the state.  We will be able to vote on it in the next election (Proposition 1A). It will also be good because we could get around with out using up so much gas. It will be good to use the high speed trains because we will not have to use planes all the time, and it would be cheaper. I think high speed trains would make a difference around California.
CSB Events

By Angelica

This year we have a lot of events coming up, and I am sure all of the kids are very thrilled.  Some of the events are the winter concert, the winter dance, Boomart, goal ball tryouts, and student council elections.  More news is that the pool is up, and I'm sure a lot of people are very happy about that.  Also we just had the CSB carnival, and it was great.  

New CSB Students
By Angelica
Welcome to our new students and 50-Day students, A'Laura, Alejandro, Alloura, Marian, Paula, Rebecca, and Roberto.  Other new students are on their way.  I interviewed one new student, Roberto. 
Roberto is 14 years old, and last year he came for the short program for four weeks. He also says that he wants to be here at CSB for at least 1 year. He is now a full time student, and he’s in our High School Mainstream Program at Kennedy High School. Roberto was also raised in Nipomo, California.  It is quite amazing, so amazing that I don't even know where that is.  He also doesn’t feel weird being away from home for a week.
Hurricane Gustav

By Jot

On August 25 through September 4 hurricane Gustav did a lot of damage.  It blew roofs off of houses and stores.  Houses got filled with water.  Nearly 2,000,000 people had to evacuate.  People weren't happy because they had to go far away from their homes.  The hurricane affected New Orleans.  Most of the people from New Orleans evacuated and went to Baton Rouge and surrounding places.

Some people were out of town when hurricane Gustav hit.  When they tried to come back home, some officials told them that they can not come back home because it was not safe.  The evacuees left everything behind and went for shelter.  They had to stay away from their homes for about two weeks.  Even though a lot of people lived, there was a lot of destruction done.

Usually lots of lives are lost, but luckily this time there were only a few.  This is good because we don't need lost lives, we need the population of the world to grow.

After hurricane Gustav ended, hurricane Ike began on September 1 through September 14.  Hurricane Ike has also done a lot of damage.  We hope no more lives are lost.  We hope these brave citizens got home safely.
Trip to Pontevedra Spain

By Jot

This past summer Jot got to go to Spain.  She got to go because she won a contest.  If you wanted to enter the contest, you had to write an essay about blindness.  Then you had to send it in.  If you got chosen, you would get a letter sent back to you that had all of the information you needed.

Jot went with June Waugh.  Now this whole trip was paid for by an organization called ONCE, Which stands for the Spanish National Organization for the Blind.

Jot went to Spain not only because she won the contest, but she went for a conference for blind children from all around the world.  These people talked about how they are treated in their home town.  It was fun.  The meeting lasted for three days.  It was held from 9 o'clock in the morning to 1 o'clock in the afternoon.

After the meeting Jot and the rest of the students went to their rooms to rest.  After that they would go do some fun activities, which were cooking, sports and music.  Each person got to choose the activities they wanted to do.

At the end of the week, there was a closing ceremony.  Lots of important people were there that day.  They listened to a Declaration written by the students.  The Declaration was about how blind children want to be treated in the world.  That was the last day of the conference.  So all in all Jot and the other people had fun in Spain.  They were sad the day they had to leave.

White Cane Day 2008
By Claire 
This year for White Cane Day on October 15th, the Orientation and Mobility (O&M) department traveled to Sacramento, the capital of California, to the offices of the Department of Education to teach people about White Cane Day and raise awareness about students who are blind.  Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell were invited to attend.  Many students wrote letters, essays, and poems about what their canes mean to them.  On the next few pages, please read the three winning letters written by Travis, Rusty, and Mark, who won the chance to travel to Sacramento with the O&M department.
Mark's Letter

Dear Gov.  Schwarzenegger,

What My Cane Means to Me
I'm writing to you today to explain what my cane means to me.  My cane is the key to independent traveling for me.  I use my cane as a GPS system locating certain landmarks to know where I am or where I am going.  Whenever I'm lost, my cane is the guiding light in helping me find my way back.
I'm also urging you to pass more legislation ensuring safer streets and ensuring greater access to public transportation for people with disabilities.

From: Mark R.
Rusty's Letter

September 22, 2008 
Dear Jack O'Connell,

White Cane Day is very important because it is a day on which the blind and the sighted communities get together and celebrate the use of the white cane.  Blind users of the cane also educate interested people about this walking guide that allows blind people to exhibit independence.  Conventions around the world are held on October 15th every year.  White Cane Day has not always been around as history dictates.  The white cane has made its presence known since February of 1931.  

Guily d'Herbemont of France led a campaign that started in Europe and eventually spread into North America in 1931.  His campaign demonstrated how the "white stick" was really important for blind people.  In 1921, a man by the name of James Biggs claimed to have invented the white cane.  After an accident that took away his sight, he had to adapt to his limitations.  He wanted to be noticed by motorists, so he painted his walking stick red at the bottom.  The first white cane was invented.  

White Cane Day is very important because it helps the public become aware of a mobility aide.  Thanks to the white cane it allows blind people to be independent.  Also, thanks to White Cane Day for bringing the sighted and blind communities together to celebrate this glorious day!
Sincerely,

[image: image2.png]

Travis's Letter

To: Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

What Does My Cane Mean To Me

To me, my cane feels like a lifelong friend.  He's always there when I need him.  At night or during the day, he's always right beside me.
He goes wherever I go, to the park, to the bank, to the store, and more.  He helps me get over speed bumps, over rocks, get around obstacles, or lets me know when there's a dropoff.  My cane, he is my guide.

I trust my cane because he will never let me down.  I never want to give him up and he will be my friend for life.

Travis Erdmann
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