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Common Core State Standard Anchor Strand 
Writing: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Writing: Production and Distribution of Writing
Writing: Range of Writing
Lesson Objective
· Student will write meaningful, task related journal entries over an extended time frame.
· Student will be able to open a KeyWord document and add to an existing document. 
· Student will be able to spell check document. 
· Student will be able to navigate the document efficiently.  
Materials Needed
BrailleNote
Procedure
Note: This lesson guide can be modified for any grade by determining which steps the student can do independently and which steps will require teacher assistance. Middle and High School students should eventually be able to do all steps independently. 
1. Discuss with the student the concept of a journal. For example, it can be a daily diary, a response to a question, or an outlet for creative expression. Explain that the student will create a “Journal” document in his/her BrailleNote and will continue to add to the journal several times a week. 
2. The following websites contain innovative ideas for how to make journal writing fun and interesting for all ages. There are many more resources available on the internet.
· www.Teacherspot123.blogspot.com/2012/08/42-elementary-story-starters-and.html	
· www.Donnayoung.org/english/composition/sentence-starters.htm	
· www.freeology.com/journal/creative-response-journal-topics/
· www.journalbuddies.com/journal_prompts__journal_topics/fun-writing-prompts-for-middle-school/
· www.dailyteachingtools.com/journal-writing-prompts.html
3. If your student has never written or read a journal before, providing an interesting and engaging example with several journal entries will greatly help the student understand the creative outlet and enjoyment of journal writing. 
4. Instruct student to create a KeyWord document in an appropriate folder where he/she will keep his/her journal. See Creating a Keyword Document.
5. Instruct student to begin each journal entry with the date. 
6. Give student a writing prompt or sentence starter. Providing a minimum number of sentences within a certain time frame may be useful.
7. Set aside time several days each week for student to add additional journal entries using different prompts or sentence starters. See Opening a KeyWord Document for instructions on how to open previously saved journal entries.
Additional Ideas: 
· Teach student to spell check journal entries. See Spell Check instructions.
· Teachers can respond to student’s journal entries for creativity and to promote ongoing dialogue. 
· To encourage efficient document and text navigation, see Basic BrailleNote Navigation.
· It may be helpful when instructing student to connect the BrailleNote to a visual display. See Connecting to a Visual Display
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