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Braille Translation Software
After extensively testing the Free Braille Translation Software that is available, I stumbled across a site that offers innovative options for users with visual impairments. RoboBraille is a free email service that is meant to convert digital text documents into either Braille or audio formats. Different pools and funds along with donations fund RoboBraille. With the goal of continuing to make the service more accessible to a wide range of users, RoboBraille undergoes improvements from Synscenter Refesnaes and Sensus Aps. with projects. Currently, the service is predominantly being used by persons with visual impairments, teachers and people who may benefit from Braille or audio versions of text.
While trying this service, I noticed that they also have an OCR service. To my surprise, not only did it send me an error free Microsoft Word document back, but it also included the pictures. This is something that has been missing from the OCR software on the market. The file converter can send you the document in a multitude of formats that could then be accessible for students with low vision through magnification and speech software.
This service is being widely used by persons with dyslexia or who commute long distances. The text to audio format is extremely beneficial because it makes documents accessible for these users as well as persons with visual impairments. It was exhilarating to find that not only can digital text or scanned copies be converted to MP3 files, but it also has an option to be converted to a DAISY Book. To do the latter, free supporting software needs to be downloaded. User-friendly step-by-step directions are listed on the site on how to proceed with the process.
RoboBraille can also be selected to email a Braille document that could then be read on a Braille Note or embossed. Different email addresses are used for the various desired file types. This means that a person would not need to access the website and could save the account in their contacts for further use. However, for students without Internet access in school, this would pose a problem. Each email is also limited in file size. For this reason, they allow partial document uploads.
Duxbury Braille Translator is the software that converts electronic print into text that can easily be embossed and interlined for students with visual impairments. The software costs $595 and specializes in its function, but is limiting in its services in comparison to RoboBraille. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Duxbury Braille Translator can be used by both students and staff to create a Braille copy of text that could then be saved on a computer or Braille Note. Within this sole function, I believe that Duxbury has more options available. You can select contraction level and even change the codes to only use contractions up to certain levels taught. This is an option not available on RoboBraille that is extremely beneficial for a new Braille user. However, RoboBraille encourages feedback on how to make its services better, and this would be one readily accepted and worked on. Likewise, I think that adding an option for documents to be interlined would be great for parents and teachers. Hot-Keys and Keyboard Shortcuts are available on both, but needing to access the Internet can prove to be more difficult for students with visual impairments.
Overall, I have found both to serve its purpose. Duxbury Braille Translator aimed to master its craft, and RoboBraille chose to be user friendly for a wide range of purposes. RoboBraille is also undergoing changes frequently and its price cannot be beat. However, with its web-based format, glitches are likely to occur at some point during use. 

