Summary of Findings on the Assessment of Learning Media

Introduction

An assessment of **’s learning media was conducted as part of her (TRIENNIAL/50-DAY) evaluation. The California Education Code requires all visually impaired students have a current learning media assessment which is updated and/or reviewed every three years.  

This assessment is designed to determine the most effective method for teaching an individual student, or to ensure that the method being used is the correct one.  For example, some students, although visually impaired, continue to use remaining vision as their primary method for learning.  Other students may utilize tactile learning (Braille), auditory learning (recorded or taped materials), or a combination of media.  

This assessment has been completed by **’s teacher (TEACHER NAME), through observations, interviews, file reviews, and assessments.  The information in this report is accurate as of (DATE). 
Use of Sensory Channels (Refer to Form A)
The Use of Sensory Channels is an observation form that examines and documents the student’s most efficient way of taking in information.  At school, ** was observed in three settings (1) _____, (2) _____, (3) _____.  **’s most efficient way of taking in information appears to be through the use of her (AUDITORY, TACTILE, VISUAL) skills. ** was observed using this sensory channel when she (LIST AT LEAST 3 SUPPORTING EXAMPLES FROM YOUR OBSERVATIONS ON FORM A).  

Complete if another sensory channel was often used (otherwise delete):
a.  ** was also observed (FREQUENTLY/OCCASSIONALLY) using her (AUDITORY, TACTILE, VISUAL) skills.  The use of these skills was observed when she (LIST SUPPORTING EXAMPLES FROM YOUR OBSERVATIONS).  

Functional Vision Assessment (Refer to form B)
A Functional Vision Assessment combines medical information on a **’s eye condition, eye health, and prognosis with observations of visual behavior in various settings (i.e. in the classroom, walking on campus, eating lunch).

According to school files, **’s most recent eye report was conducted on (DATE) by (OPTHAMOLIGIST) at (LOCATION).  According to this report **’s visual impairment is the result of (STATE AND EXPLAIN THE DIAGNOSIS, ADD HISTORY IF PERTINENT).  The report further indicates that her visual acuity is: (COMPLETE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING, DELETE OTHERS)
Indicators of Reading Readiness (Refer to form C) 
The Indicators of Reading Readiness is a checklist designed to examine **’s ability to display prerequisite reading skills.  The indicators of reading readiness include cognitive/language development, development of focused attention, and tactile skill development.  
Use Summary Page from Form C and complete one of the following. Note that a, b, c below match the Summary Page (delete others):

a. A thorough review of **’s prerequisite reading skills, suggest that she (IS READY TO BEGIN/SHOULD CONTINUE) a reading program.  Integrating the results from the Use of Sensory Channels form, the program will (START/CONTINUE) in (BRAILLE, PRINT, BOTH BRAILLE AND PRINT).
b. Some prerequisite reading skills were not demonstrated (REGULARLY/INDEPENDENTLY), such as (LIST AT LEAST 2 PREREQUISITE SKILLS NOT ACQUIRED AS NOTED ON FORM C) Given that she has prerequisite reading skills such as (LIST AT LEAST 2 PREREQUISITE SKILLS ACQUIRED AS NOTED ON FORM C) she (DOES APPEAR READY TO BEGIN/ SHOULD CONTINUE) a reading program.  Integrating the results from the Use of Sensory Channels form, the program will (START/CONTINUE) in (BRAILLE, PRINT, BOTH BRAILLE AND PRINT). **’s reading readiness should be reassessed in (DATE).  
c. While ** was able to (LIST AT LEAST 2 PREREQUISITE SKILLS ACQUIRED AS NOTED ON FORM C) significant difficulty was noted within the (PICK TWO areas of concern: cognitive/language development, development of focused attention, tactile skill development domains).  For example, she (LIST AT MULTIPLE PREREQUISITE SKILLS NOT ACQUIRED AS NOTED ON FORM C).  At this time, ** does not appear to have the prerequisite skills necessary to begin a reading program and should continue to work on pre-reading skills such as (LIST PREREADING SKILLS TO WORK ON IN THE CLASSROOM).
       Complete only one of the two if option C was chosen (delete the other):

i. **’s reading readiness should be reassessed in (DATE).  
ii. It appears that a functional literacy program will offer ** the greatest opportunity to learn while enrolled in a school.

Reading Media Preference (Refer to Form D)
Based on the findings of the Indicators of Reading Readiness two Reading Media Preference forms were completed.  The first form examines visual efficiency, visual stability, use of visual field, and print size. With regard to **, she (LIST FORM D RESPONSES THAT SUPPORT YOUR OPINION FOR BRAILLE OR PRINT). 
Choose one of the following (delete others):

a. A review of the statements suggests that Braille may afford ** the best opportunity to learn through reading.  
b. A review of the statements suggests that ___ (PRINT/LARGE PRINT) may afford ** the best opportunity to learn through reading.

The second form required completing a Curriculum Based Assessment in order to determine an instructional grade level.  An instructional level indicates that the materials presented at this grade will not be too easy or too difficult for the student to read and comprehend.  
The (NAME OF INVENTORY) was administered to ** in (UNCONTRACTED/BRAILLE AND/OR PRINT).
Choose all that apply (delete others):

a. **’s instructional level for recognizing words was at the __ grade and her ability to comprehend written information was instructional at the __ grade level.  When reading passages at the __ grade level her reading speed was __ words per minute.  (When reading passages at the __ grade level her reading speed was __ words per minute.) 
b. A __ point font appeared to be most comfortable for **. Her instructional level for recognizing words was at the __ grade and her ability to comprehend written information was instructional at the __ grade level.  When reading passages at the __ grade level her reading speed was __ words per minute.  
a. ** also read using a __ point font.  Upon observation it appeared that she (DESCRIBE OBSERVATIONS WITH USE OF OTHER FONT SIZES).
b. She used a (LIST OPTICAL DEVICE) while reading the passages. (WHAT DID YOU OBSERVE, WAS IT HELPFUL?)

A review of this information suggests, (SUMMARY)
Functional Literacy – Review of Progress (Refer to Form F)
The Functional Literacy – Review of Progress form examines how functional literacy is integrated into the day.  In the classroom, ** uses (VISUAL, TACTILE, AUDITORY) skills when (LIST ACTIVITIES FROM FORM F).  At her work site, she uses (VISUAL, TACTILE, AUDITORY) skills when (LIST ACTIVITIES FROM FORM F). In the area of daily living skills, she uses (VISUAL, TACTILE, AUDITORY) skills when (LIST ACTIVITIES FROM FORM F).  

Choose one of the following (delete others):

a) At the next evaluation this form will be completed again and **’s progress will be discussed.

b) This form was last completed on (DATE).  A review of the previous Review of Progress summaries suggest that (SUMMARIZE DIFFERENCES AND SIMILARITIES FROM PAST REVIEWS, INCLUDE EXAMPLES).

Short Summary

(NO TEMPLATE YET)
